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It has come to my attention that "incidents" have occurreo 
where municipal employees in connection with various outside construction or 
maintenance projects have temporarily removed survey monuments seL undc1.· 
statutory authority by British Columbia Land Surveyors, at considerable 
exp~nse, in the course ·of their professional duties. 

I am adyised that, in certain cases, the ,nonuments were first 
of all referenced, then removed and finally, after the job in hand was 
completed, were replaced. I have no doubt that the intention of employees 
and their supervisors was good, and this office appreciates proper care 
and consideration bein~ given to such monuments. 

llow<:!ver, despite-the best i."1tentions, s11ch action could easily 
result in confusion an<l possi.hly in n~cJlcss litigati.0,1. The B. C. T.anr.1 
Surveyors who set these monwuents assume a professional responsibility 
for them but this responsibility understandably terminates when the monu­
n,ents in quebtion have been disturbed. 

The only lawful procedure is for a pr.ictising B. C. Land Surveyor 
tc carry out, or to supervise, the necessary referencing and subsequent 
replacing of such mo.numents. Failure to conform could result in the, 
violator at least being r,sponsible for the expense of proper reestablishment 
of PY markers affected. 
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