
1

Introduction to Survey Plan Submissions 
Part 1: Examination of Charge Plans – The Basics 

Presented by: D. Meyer and A. Edwards
Deputy Registrars
October 5, 2023
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We acknowledge that we are presenting this webinar from the New 
Westminster and Victoria Land Title Offices on the ancestral, 
traditional territories of the Qayqayt, Esquimalt and Songhees First 
Nations. 

We are privileged to live and work on the traditional and ancestral 
territories of Indigenous Peoples and Nations throughout British 
Columbia.

First Nations Acknowledgement 
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• Introductions

• Submit your questions during the presentation
• Include your name, firm name & email

• Recording and PowerPoint 
• ltsa.ca/webinar-resources

• Survey - we want to hear from you!

Welcome & Introductory Remarks

https://ltsa.ca/professionals/access-to-records/webinar-resources/
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Type Here

Filter Here

Survey 

Resources
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• Acronym/definitions
• Examination focus
• Explanatory vs reference plan
• Charge plans S. 99(1) LTA Land Title Act
• Lease plans S. 99(1)(k) Land Title Act
• Statutory Right of Way plans S. 99 & 113 Land Title Act
• Road dedication plan S. 107 Land Title Act
• Common defects (survey packages)

Agenda
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Acronym Definitions

AO – Approving Officer

BCLS – British Columbia Land Surveyor

DSPL - Application to Deposit Plan

LTO – Land Title office

LTSA – Land Title Survey Authority

PMBC – Parcel Map British Columbia

REM – Remainder

SPC – Survey Plan Certification

SRW – Statutory Right of Way
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Examination Focus

• Application to Deposit plan (DSPL)
• All lands depicted in the plan are applied for
• All executions required in support (If required)

• Charge Plan Examination Survey Plan 
Certification (SPC)
• Plan heading
• Fully delineated (Bold outline and 

measurements)
• Properly labelled
• Approving Officer Statement (If required)
• Agricultural Land Reserve Statement (If required)

• Accompanying charge document
• Signed by the correct parties
• Part 1 application matches Part 2 terms of the 

instrument
• Consideration and grant
• Does not have to charge all areas shown on the 

plan
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Examination Focus
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Examination Focus

91 (1) A subdivision or reference plan must not be deposited by the registrar 
unless it has first been approved by the approving officer.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply
(a) if, under section 94, the plan only consolidates into a single parcel lawfully 
accreted land and another parcel, or
(b) subject to section 99(2), to a reference plan deposited under section 
99(1)(e), (f), (g), (h) and (j), or 100.



10

99(2) The registrar, before exercising his or her discretion in respect of the 
matters covered by subsection (1)(c), (d), (f), (h)(iv), (i) or (k), must require 
the applicant to provide satisfactory evidence that the approving officer has 
granted approval of the subdivision but in the case of a transfer under 
subsection (1) (f), approval is required only if the land is in a rural area

Examination Focus
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Explanatory vs Reference Plan

• “explanatory plan” means a plan that
• (a) is not based on a survey but on existing descriptions, plans or records of 

the land title office, and
• (b) is certified correct in accordance with the records of the land title office

• (i) by a British Columbia land surveyor, or
• (ii) by the minister charged with the administration of the Transportation Act;

• “reference plan” means a plan that is prepared by a British Columbia land 
surveyor and is based on a field survey
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Reference Plan Preferred to Explanatory Plan

• Email customerservice@ltsa.ca to request pre-approval for Explanatory Plan
• https://ltpm.ltsa.ca/99-registrar-determine-whether-description-land-acceptable
Reference Plan Preferred to Explanatory Plan
The registrar prefers a reference plan. However, the registrar may accept an explanatory plan as long as:
1. no known survey discrepancies exist;
2. the new boundaries do not contain excessive curves or jogs and are not affected by a natural boundary;
3. the registrar is of the opinion that a survey is not required to establish the location of the boundaries on the ground; 

and
4. the parent plan is not based on a description or explanatory plan.
The registrar will also consider an explanatory plan when the area delineated on the plan is defining an existing and 
immovable object, such as a tree or building. In this instance, the owner or applicant should include a written explanation 
with the application to file the plan.

mailto:customerservice@ltsa.ca
https://ltpm.ltsa.ca/99-registrar-determine-whether-description-land-acceptable
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99 (1) The registrar may accept
(a) a metes and bounds description or an abbreviated description, with or 
without a reference plan or an explanatory plan, or
(b) a reference plan or an explanatory plan, with or without a metes and 
bounds description
in any of the following cases:
(e) if an easement, restrictive covenant, covenant under section 219 or a 
statutory right of way is being created

Covenant Plan - S 99(1)(e) Land Title Act
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• Application to Deposit plan (DSPL)
• All lands depicted in the plan are applied for

• Charge Plan Examination – Survey Plan Certification (SPC)
• Plan heading
• Fully delineated (Bold outline and measurements)
• Properly labelled

• Accompanying charge document
• Signed by correct parties
• Part 1 application matches Part 2 terms of instrument
• Consideration and grant
• Does not have to charge all areas shown on the plan

Examination Focus 99(1)(e)
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Covenant Plan - S 99(1)(e) Land Title Act
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99 (1) The registrar may accept
(f) if a parcel is being transferred to the Crown or other transferee for highway 
purposes;
(g) if there is a statutory right to acquire compulsorily a parcel smaller than the 
registered parcel;
(h) if a parcel is being transferred, leased or donated for public purposes to

(i) the Crown, including a Crown agency,
(ii) a municipality, regional district or improvement district,
(iii) a public body exercising public functions over the area in which the 

land is located, or
(iv) a person designated by the minister under section 219(3)(c).

S 99(1)(f)(g)&(h) Land Title Act
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99 (1) The registrar may accept
(j) if a new parcel is being created for a lease for well site or access roadway or 
both well site and access roadway purposes under the Oil and Gas Activities Act

S 99(1)(j) Land Title Act
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99 (1) The registrar may accept
(k) if a new parcel is being created for a lease other than a lease referred to in 
paragraph (j).

Lease Plan - S 99(1)(k) 2 Land Title Act
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• Application to Deposit plan (DSPL)
• All lands depicted in the plan are applied for
• All executions required in support

• Charge Plan Examination – Survey Plan Certification (SPC)
• Plan heading
• Fully delineated (Bold outline and measurements)
• Properly labelled
• Approving Officer Statement
• Agricultural Land Reserve Statement

• Accompanying charge document
• Signed by the correct parties
• Part 1 application matches Part 2 terms of the instrument
• Consideration and grant
• Does not have to charge all areas shown on the plan

Examination Focus 99(1)(K)



21



22

Lease Plan - S 99(1)(k) Land Title Act
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113 (1) For the purpose of this section, “person” means a person referred to in 
section 218(1)(a), (b) or (d) as grantee.
(2) A statutory right of way must not be registered unless a statutory right of way 
plan is deposited with the registrar or its deposit is dispensed with by the registrar 
on the ground of hardship or economic loss.
(3) A plan tendered under subsection (2) must
(a) include in its title, if applicable, a reference to the enactment authorizing the 
acquisition of the statutory right of way, and
(b) comply with section 116 and the rules respecting surveys and plans made under 
section 385(5) for the purposes of this section.

SRW Plan - S 99(1)(e) & 113 Land Title Act
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• Section 113 preferred
• Ensures requirements in Section 116 Land Title Act are met

SRW Plan - S 99(1)(e) & 113 Land Title Act

Note: All SRW plans are prepared in accordance with Section 113, if an 
explanatory plan is used, then S. 99(1)(e) is used.
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SRW Plan -
S 116 Land Title Act
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• Application to Deposit plan (DSPL)
• All lands depicted in the plan are applied for

• Charge Plan Examination – Survey Plan Certification (SPC)
• Plan heading
• Fully delineated (Bold outline and measurements)
• Properly labelled
• Agricultural Land Reserve Statement

• Accompanying charge document (If applied for)
• Signed by correct parties
• Part 1 application matches Part 2 terms of instrument
• Consideration and grant
• Does not have to charge all areas shown on the plan
• Agricultural Land Commission consent

Examination Focus 99(1)(e) or 113
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SRW Plan - Section 113 Land Title Act
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107 (1) The deposit of a subdivision, reference or explanatory plan showing a portion of the land
(a) as a highway, park or public square, that is not designated on the plan to be of a private nature, or
(b) as covered by water and as lying immediately adjacent to a lake, river, stream or other body of 
water not within the land covered by the plan, and designated on the plan to be returned to the 
government,
operates
(c) as an immediate and conclusive dedication by the owner to the public of that portion of land 
shown as a highway, park or public square, or to be returned to the government, for the purpose 
indicated on or to be inferred from the words or markings on the plan,
(d) to vest in the Crown in right of the Province, subject to any other enactment, title to the highway, 
park or public square, or to the portion to be returned to the government, except any of the 
following that are registered in the name of a person other than the owner…

Road Dedication Plan - S 107 Land Title Act
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• Application to Deposit plan (DSPL)
• All lands depicted in the plan are applied for
• All executions required in support

• Charge Plan Examination – Survey Plan Certification (SPC)
• Plan heading
• Fully delineated (Bold outline and measurements)
• Properly labelled
• Approving Officer Statement
• Agricultural Land Reserve Statement

Road Dedication Plan - S 107 Land Title Act
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Road Dedication Plan - S 107 Land Title Act
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• Apply for lots on DSPL when no lots being created
• Approvals
• ALR
• Accompanying documents

• Easement, Lease, Covenant, SRW
• Missing consideration and/or grant
• Part 1 item 3 application not matching the Part 2 terms of instrument
• Missing additional interests (must register to fullest extent S. 156 LTA)ie. 

Priority Agreement 

Common Defects (survey packages)
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Examination Focus

• Application to Deposit plan (DSPL)
• All lands depicted in the plan are applied for
• All executions required in support (If required)

• Charge Plan Examination Survey Plan 
Certification (SPC)

• Plan heading
• Fully delineated (Bold outline and measurements)
• Properly labelled
• Approving Officer Statement (If required)
• Agricultural Land Reserve Statement (If required)

• Accompanying charge document
• Signed by the correct parties
• Part 1 application matches Part 2 terms of the 

instrument
• Consideration and grant
• Does not have to charge all areas shown on the 

plan
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• Land Title Practice Manual
• Survey and Plan Rules
• Electronic Land Title Plan and Plan Application Requirements
• Electronic Plan Application Help Guide

Customer Service Centre 
1-877-577-LTSA (5872) or 604-630-9630 Option 2
customerservice@ltsa.ca

Resources

https://ltpm.ltsa.ca/
https://abcls.ca/page/survey-and-plan-rules
https://ltsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Electronic_Land_Title_Plan_and_Plan_Application_Requirements.pdf
https://ltsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Electronic-Application-to-Deposit-Plan-Help-Guide-v1.6-1.pdf
mailto:customerservice@ltsa.ca
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Part 2: Subdivision and fee simple plans – The basics
• Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023
• Time: 11:00am -12:00pm

Register Today! -> LTSA.ca/webinars

Join Us

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SurveyPlanPt2
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