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• ELRA stands for European Land Registry Association

• Non-profit organization (AISBL) created in 2004 (12 members)

• Consists in 31 official land registry organizations from 27
European countries, 5 observer members and 2 partners.

• Objective: to support the development and understanding of the
role of land registration in real property and capital markets in
Europe, serving and protecting citizens.

• Recognition by the EU institutions as the interlocutor
representing land registries in Europe

• Principle of respect towards the different EU legal systems

• Since 2005 activities co-funded by DG Justice

WHAT IS ELRA?



MISSION AND PRIMARY PURPOSE

The mission and primary purpose of the European Land Registry
Association may be described as: «the development and
understanding of the role of land registration in real property and
capital markets».

ELRA wants to promote a mutual understanding of land registers, to
help create an open and secure Europe, serving and protecting
citizens.

We believe that Land Registries are a fundamental pillar of legal
certainty and ELRA is committed to ensuring the incorporation of this
principal into Community Law.



MEMBERS





Refusal

Recording
public registers

Updating key
register

Request
for
Correction- withdrawal

or
- pre-registration Court case

Process of recording documents & 
updating key register

Application for registration:
- Notarial deeds
- Court rulings
- Seizures
- Public restrictions
Et cetera

- rectification
or
- Informing parties

involved



Process of AUTOMATED recording 
documents & updating key register

Essential data

Other clauses &
provisions

DEED

..............................................

1st part of DEED
• Composed from Stylesheet
• contains data for recording & updating

2nd part of DEED
• Free text
• Description of other clauses, conditions
& provisions

Close for recording & registration
‘End of 1st part’ (`Einde kadasterdeel`)

DATA 
to Key
Register

DEED
to
Public 
Register





Legal basis:
art. 3:16 DCC

Legal basis 
art. 48 Dutch Cadastral Act

Private law Public law

Facts
Collection of recorded documents (mostly deeds), 

ranked by unique number.

Rights (in rem)
systematical & orderly display

of data retrieved from public registers.

Third party protection
art. 3:88 DCC

art. 3:24-26 DCC

NO third party protection
n/a

n/a.

Registrar = passive Registrar ≠ passive

(art. 39 Cad. regulation)
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INCOMPLETE & NEGATIVE DEEDS SYSTEM



• General Assembly

• Board of Directors 

• President

• Secretary General and ELRN coordinator

• Treasurer

• 2 Administrators

• Secretariat (based in Brussels)

BODIES



• Annual General Assemblies to inform members about European
initiatives, identify and launch new objectives;

• ELRA Statements, ELRA's position statement on a topical issue;

• Meetings with the European Institutions to follow the EU initiatives
related to LR;

• Submission of reports to European Institutions;

• Cooperation with the European organizations as EJN, ELI,
UNECE, CNUE, EuroGeographics, PCC, etc.;

• Development European Land Registry Network (ELRN) activities;

• Development of projects as IMOLA;

• Partnership with other international associations: IBEROREG,
IPRA-CINDER.

MAIN ACTIVITIES



ACHIEVEMENTS
 Land Registry Principles

The European Land Registry Association (ELRA) has established guiding principles for
a Land Registry system that ensures legal security and aligns with EU policies. These
principles emphasize the accuracy, integrity, and accessibility of land registry data,
ensuring that all rights and limitations on real estate are properly recorded and
protected. By implementing a common template (ELRD) and ensuring impartial
decision-making, the Land Registry serves as a vital tool for the free movement of goods
and legal certainty within the EU’s Single Market, while also supporting policies such as
environmental protection and anti-money laundering.

 European Land Registrar’s Statute

The European Land Registrar Statute outlines the essential role of Land Registrars in
ensuring the accuracy and legal security of property rights across the EU. Registrars, as
national authorities, provide expert, independent decisions on the registration of real
estate rights, supported by their legal knowledge and integrity. They act as trusted
professionals, ensuring legal certainty, transparency, and interoperability of registry
information across Member States. ELRA emphasizes that Land Registrars must adapt
to technological changes while maintaining their sovereignty in decision-making, thereby
contributing to the harmonization and growth of the European Single Market.





• Created in 2010, designed to resemble the EJN

• 26 land registry organizations from 22 EU MS

• To facilitate cooperation

• The Network is supported by the EC within the Civil
Justice Programme

The European Land Registry Network 
(ELRN)



OBJECTIVES

• To provide tools to facilitate friendly access to Land
Registry services at European level

• To provide the general public with relevant and useful
information about land registration within the European
Union

• To offer information to better understand the registration
systems of the different jurisdictions.



 Land Registry Publicity

 Description of land registration systems

 Land Registry Proceeding

 Hidden Charges

 Condominium

 European Certificate of Succession (ECS)

 ELRD Reference Information

 Insolvency

 Avoiding duplicities when opening a new Land Registry File

 Land Registries & Cadastres in Europe

 Registering Property Rights of Married Persons and Registered Partners

 COVID-19 : Study on the special measures implemented in the LRs

 Judicial Restrictions

 Property Taxes

FACT SHEETS





European Framework:

Land Registry Interconnection project (LRI)

European e-Justice Strategy 2024-2028

 IMOLA I (2014-2016)

Main achievement: the European Land Registry Document (ELRD)

 IMOLA II (2017-2019)

Main objective: to provide an interoperability platform among EU Land Registers

 IMOLA III (2020 - 2022)
Result: the effective implementation of the common semantic model (ELRD) to facilitate the
execution of the European regulations and consolidate the single market in the framework of a
digital administration.

 IMOLA IV (2024 - 2026)
IMOLA IV is intended to consolidate the results pursued in the previous approach built upon a
broad collaborative environment as the ELRN and cooperating with the European Commission
within the Land Registers Interconnection (LRI) project, providing LR best practices and
knowledge expertise.



ELRD

IMOLA has reached a proof of concept of an ELRD (European Land Register Document) or
template for organizing land register information at European level. This project has been
based upon the following guidelines:

 Judicial cooperation: ELRD aims to provide essential legal information about properties
(e.g., ownership, encumbrances) to support legal processes and transactions like sales
and mortgages across Europe.

 Bottom-up approach: The template respects the legal diversity of each country, offering
flexibility instead of imposing a single model. It organizes land register information into
clear sections (e.g., ownership, encumbrances) while accommodating the variety of legal
systems in Europe.

 Flexibility and legal minimum: ELRD ensures that the essential legal information is
always included, but it is flexible enough to adapt to each national system. Some fields can
be omitted if they are not relevant to a particular country’s legal structure.

 Support and guidance: To aid understanding, the ELRD includes glossaries (general and
national) to explain legal terms. Five "Reference Information Fact Sheets" detail the key
sections: ownership, encumbrances, and the legal effects of registration.

 Semantic model: ELRD uses a standardized language and a thesaurus to ensure
consistency across countries.



 Every concept = SKOS concept

 With a formal legal definition & 

 Understandable explanation for “non-legal people”

 Including semantic relations:

 ‘is specialization of’

 ‘is generalization of’

 ‘is related to’

 Every concept can be mapped on other vocabularies

(e.g. IMOLA core vocabulary)

THE USE OF CONCEPTS
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Visual representation entities/ elements as ‘bubbles’ while
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SEMANTIC NETWORK
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Thank you for your attention!

Jacques.vos@kadaster.nl
www.linkedin.com/in/vosjacques


